
Literacy Overview 

Year 4 (Macaws) 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Wider curriculum 
topic 

Roman Empire (History) 
 
Food (DT) 

States of Matter 
(Science) 

USA Road Trip 
(Geography) 
 
Living things and 
their habitats 
(Science) 

Ancient Greece 
(History) 

Electricity and Sound 
(Science)  
 
Electrical systems 
(DT) 

Animals including 
humans- Bottoms, 
burps, and bile 
(Science) 
 

Whole class reading 
text (40 mins daily) 

The Thieves of Ostia 

 
 
 

Bill’s New Frock The Land of Roar 

 
 
The Minotaur 
(Last week to 
introduce new topic 
for Spring 2) 

Mark of the Cyclops 

 

The Boy at the Back of the Class 
 
 

Writing 
 
Story/narrative  
Historical fiction 
Adventure 
Story involving 
current issues 
(refugees) 
Description  
Character 
Setting 
 

Historical Fiction 

 

Bill’s New Frock  
Character Description 
 
Recount (Diary entry) 
 

Yellow Stone 
National Park 
preservation 
Advert 
 
The Land of Roar 
Setting Description 
 
Adventure Story 
 
 
 

Malala’s Magic Pencil  
Biography  

 
Historical Fiction 

How to make a 
circuit 
Explanation text  
 
The Boy at the back 
of the class 
Letter 
 

The Boy at the back 
of the class 
Newspaper  
 
Story involving 
current issues. 
 



Non-fiction 
Explanation 
Recount (Diary entry) 
Newspaper 
Biography 
Advert 
Letter 
 

 
The Colosseum 
Setting description 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Poetry       

Class read (10 mins 
daily) 

The Castle of Tangled Magic 
 

 

No Ballet Shoes in Syria 
 

 

The Star Outside my Window 
 

 

 

 


