
Literacy overview 

Year 5 (Cardinals) 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Wider curriculum 
topic 
 

Natural Disasters 

(Geography) 

 

Forces (Science) 

 
 

Vikings (History) 

 

Textiles (DT) 

Properties and changes 

of materials (Science) 

 

Structures (DT) 

 

Earth and Space 

(Science)  

 

Animals including 

humans (Science) 

South America 

(Geography) 

 

Living things and their 

habitats (Science) 

Early Islamic Civilisations 

(History) 

 

Food (DT) 

Whole class reading 
text (40 mins daily) 

Running Wild 

 

How to train your 
dragon? 

 
 

 

Beetle Boy The Last Bear 

 

The Explorer  

 

 

Wonder 

 

Writing 
 
Story/narrative 
(including description of 
character/setting 
embedded): 
Mystery 
Fantasy 
Story involving current 
issues (disability) 
Non-fiction 
Information text/non-
chronological report 
Autobiography 
Newspaper 
Report (Eyewitness) 

Natural Disasters 
Information text/ 
non-chronological 
report 
 
Newspaper Report 
 

Fantasy narrative (inc 
character/setting 
description) 
 
Alma – Literacy Shed 
Mystery narrative 
 
 
 
 

Mystery narrative (inc 
character/setting 
description) 
 
Beetle Boy Report -
Eye witness  
 
 
 
 
 

Speech 
Impact of global 
warming 
 
Biography 
A famous explorer 
 
 

Link to Geography- 
advertise a place to 
visit 
Advert 
 
Balanced argument 
Should we continue 
to explore the world 
and beyond? 
 

Story involving 
current issues 
(disability) (inc 
character/setting 
description) 
 
Film review 
Wonder 
 
 
 



Advert 
Speech 
Balanced argument  
Review 

Poetry The Battle – Izzy Bowen 
Narrative Poem 
 

 
 

 

The Night Before 
Christmas (Original) 
Narrative Poem 
 

The Highwayman 1906 
Alfred Noyes 
Classic Poem 

 

The Great Fire – Eric 
Finney 
Narrative Poem 

 

Giants – Lydia Pender 
Narrative Poem 

 

 

Class read (10 mins 
daily) 

Kensuke’s Kingdom Michael Morpurgo 
(176 pages) (Adventure) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oranges in No Man’s Land 
Elizabeth Laird 

(128 pages) 
(Family Fiction/Middle East) 

Eren 
Simon P. Clark  

(192 pages) 
(Science Fiction/Fantasy 
Fiction) 

 

 

 


